
Key Vocabulary 
Transport A way to get from one place 

to another. 

Vehicle Something used to transport 
people or items.  

Penny-farthing One of the first bicycles. It 
had a large and small wheel.  

Horse drawn A vehicle pulled by horses. 

Steam 
locomotive/train 

A railway locomotive 
powered by steam.  

Steam 
engine 
 

An engine powered by 
burning coal, wood or oil to 
produce steam in a boiler. 

Tram A rail car that runs on a 
tramway or tramlines. 

Tramway or 
tramlines 

The track that a tram moves 
on.  

Electric car  A car that uses electricity to 
make the motor turn. It has 
no engine.  

Petrol engine An engine that runs on 
petrol. 

Signal box 
 

A building beside a railway 
that controls the signals for 
the train to keep it on the 
correct route. 

The Wright Brothers 

 

Transport and Travel 
In this topic, we will learn about the history of 
vehicles and the different ways in which people 
have travelled in the past.  

 

Background Knowledge 
There are different vehicles that you can travel in. 
You can travel by car, train, plane and boat. 
 

 

Key Facts 
1. The penny-farthing was 

one of the first bicycles. It 
had a large front wheel 
and a small back wheel. 

2. In 1830 people travel in trains for the 
first time. 

3. The first trains had steam engines. Smoke 
would come out of the chimney at the front. 

4. The first petrol engine car was invented in 
1885. 

Karl Benz                                  George Stevenson 

Key Dates 
1783 The Montgolfier brothers 

invented the hot air balloon in 
France and it took its first flight. 

1829 George Stevenson created the 
world’s first railway locomotive. It 
was called ‘The Rocket’. 

1885 Karl Benz invented the first car in 
Germany.  

1903 

 

The Wright brothers were the first 
people to successfully fly in a 
plane. 

1908 

 

Henry Ford made a car called the 
Model T. It was the first car to be 
made in a factory. 

 

Henry Ford and the 

Model T  
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